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Collect, Readings and Prayer List

Jephthah's daughter

Collect

Grant to us, Lord, we beseech thee, the spirit to think and do always such things
as be rightful; that we, who cannot do any thing that is good without thee, may
by thee be enabled to live according to thy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The First Lesson Judges 11.29-end
The First Lesson is written in the 11th Chapter of the Book of Judges, beginning
at the 29th verse:

29Then the spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead
and Manasseh. He passed on to Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he
passed on to the Ammonites. 3°And Jephthah made a vow to the Lord, and said,
“If you will give the Ammonites into my hand, 3'then whoever comes out of the
doors of my house to meet me, when I return victorious from the Ammonites,
shall be the Lord's, to be offered up by me as a burnt offering." 32So Jephthah
crossed over to the Ammonites to fight against them; and the Lord gave them
into his hand. 3*He inflicted a massive defeat on them from Aroer to the



neighborhood of Minnith, twenty towns, and as far as Abel-keramim. So the
Ammonites were subdued before the people of Israel. 3*Then Jephthah came to
his home at Mizpah; and there was his daughter coming out to meet him with
timbrels and with dancing. She was his only child; he had no son or daughter
except her. 3When he saw her, he tore his clothes, and said, "Alas, my daughter!
You have brought me very low; you have become the cause of great trouble to me.
For I have opened my mouth to the Lord, and I cannot take back my vow." 3¢She
said fo him, "My father, if you have opened your mouth fo the Lord, do to me
according to what has gone out of your mouth, now that the Lord has given you
vengeance against your enemies, the Ammonites.” 3’And she said to her father,
“Let this thing be done for me: Grant me two months, so that I may go and wander
on the mountains, and bewail my virginity, my companions and I." 38"Go," he said
and sent her away for fwo months. So she departed, she and her companions, and
bewailed her virginity on the mountains. 3°At the end of two months, she returned
to her father, who did with her according to the vow he had made. She had never
slept with a man. So there arose an Israelite custom that “°for four days every
year the daughters of Israel would go out to lament the daughter of Jephthah
the Gileadite.

Here endeth the First Lesson.

Gospel Matthew 22.1-14

We stand

The holy gospel is written in the 22nd chapter of the Gospel according to St
Matthew, beginning at the Ist verse.

Glory be to thee, O Lord.

22 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2" The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. *He sent his
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would
not come. *Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited:
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.' °But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, éwhile
the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. "The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their
city. 8Then he said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. °Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.’ 1°Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom
they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 1"But
when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not
wearing a wedding robe, 2and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here



without a wedding robe? And he was speechless. 3Then the king said to the
attendants, '‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ *For many are called, but few are
chosen.”

This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Prayer list

We pray for the sick who are known to us, and those caring for them, especially
for Beat Ammann, Ann Elter, Diane D'Arcis, Jean Mayer, Beverley Vasiljevic,
Mervyn Puleston, Mary Brice, Jann Coppen, Jonathan Bezzola, Sybil Sheppard,
Chris Talbot, Joan Tye, Annemarie Hester, André Vivas, Timothy Creffield, ,
Edith Tanner, Livia Varju, Brenda Hand, Valerie Offord, Phil Thomas, Diana
Mason, Robin Bailey, Judi Cianci, Ruth Wyler, Germain, Joyce McNulty, Trevor
Thomas, Diana Dickinson, Denise Muhlethaler, Maya Mortimer, Silvio Morson,
Anna Porraccin, Valerie Slessor, Frances Boo, Jenny Syratchev, Lorensz
Ranasinghe.

Among the faithful departed we pray at this time for Alan Roberts. May he rest
in peace and rise in glory with the saints.



